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The Southern Transitional Council 
(STC) has an uneasy and 
complicated relationship with the 
Kingdom of Saudia Arabia and a 
much closer relationship with the 
United Arab Emirates. On a number 
of occasions the STC has demanded 
the withdrawal of Yemeni 
government forces most of whom 
are from Northern Yemen and 
mainly controlled by the Islah party.

The Saudibacked Riyadh 
agreement has not been 
implemented despite the fact that 
both sides are demanding 
implementation of the accord. So far 
the northern forces remain in their 
positions in the eastern governates 
of South Yemen causing much 
concern to the STC. These eastern 
governates sit on huge gas and oil resources that could 
become the economic backbone of a southern state. Ali 
Mohsen and the northern political class would more than 
likely agree that the only way to maintain Yemeni unity is to 
maintain their presence in these eastern governates. The STC 
is concerned about any future alliances or agreements 
between the Houthis and these forces that could make their 
own presence their extremely difficult.

Recently, the leader of the STC was given some 
prominence in the Saudi press and the Saudis expressed 
some concern about the Yemeni national army. Some saw 
this as an indication that the Saudis may be looking for an 
alternative partner in their war against the Houthis. The 
Houthis on the other hand have made military advances into 
South Yemen, taken Behan in Shabwa through a military pact 
with the tribes, strengthened their foothold on southern land 
and are strangling Marib from all sides of the geography. 

There is huge pressure on the STC to take military action 
to free Shabwa from Islah control and then take the fight to 
the Houthis. So far the STC has not yielded to this southern 
public pressure, mainly because they don’t have an 
intelligence assessment of the Saudi position should they 
attempt military action.

Senior STC members demanded recently, that forces 
allied to the legitimate government should return to Marib to 
fight the Houthis rather than positioning themselves in the 
eastern governates of South Yemen. STC President Aidarus 
AlZubaidi during a meeting with a number of European 

FOSY condemns terrorist attack in Aden – see Page 6

Union ambassadors explained the need for a southern state 
and requested support from the European Union to recognize 
the new state.

The European Union ambassadors are still peddling with 
the current UN position on Yemen, a position that doesn’t 
accept the solution of two states. He added that the STC 
leadership is ready to return to the negotiating table, as long 
as the proHadi forces, whom he claims to be Muslim 
Brotherhood members, withdraw from the provinces of 
Shabwa and Hadramaut. It appears that as the Houthis 
extend their military advances into Marib, members of the 
national army from North Yemen are displaced into Southern 
Yemen eastern governates, which will inevitably complicate 
matters even more for the STC and their future direction.

The Riyadh Agreement, signed in November 2019, was 
initially welcomed as preventing the breakup of Yemen, and 
hailed as a possible stepping stone towards ending the wider 
conflict. The unity government which includes the STC has 
failed to bring about any real economic or political change. 
The divisions between the legitimate government and the 
STC are still prevalent and the conditions as they stand could 
become explosive in the coming weeks. The STC is hoping for 
Saudi backing as the main political grouping in the South but 
this backing may not be forthcoming as the Saudis are more 
likely to maintain their support for Hadi and his legitimate 
government in line with UN current resolution rather than 
put their weight behind the STC.

    Abdul Galil Shaif

STC – Saudi relations uneasy and complicated

Signing of the Riyadh Agreement



War cannot silence Yemen’s artistic output

The bleak picture painted by 
Othman is changing with the 
reopening of the Jameel Ghanem 
Institute of Fine Arts in Aden, 
where young people are able to 
study music, theatre, painting art 
and dance. Music courses are the 
most popular, followed by drama 
and fine arts. “The youth of Aden 
are looking for art and life,” said 
Fouad Muqbil, the institute’s 
director. He believes that the 
institute also carries a healing 
message of spreading tolerance in 
the community, and of encouraging 
young people to work together to 
rebuild their nation and society.

After the Houthis were driven out of Aden in 2015 the 
years of fighting between the forces of the Internationally 
Recognized Government (IRG) and the Southern Transitional 
Council (STC) strengthened the hand of extremist groups like 
alQaeda which promote hardline interpretations of religion 
that devalue art and impose gender segregation at schools and 
universities.

“Despite alQaeda’s threats not to open the institute and 
their customs and traditions that prohibit the arts, we are not 
afraid – we feel sick of death.” Asrar Abdo, a teacher at the 
institute, said. 

There is a possibility that the institute will receive 
government funding – which was withdrawn after the 1994 
war – from the IRG. The STC is also supportive of the 
institute’s work and has promised to fund training courses 
and support the gallery.

Yemen did not have formal academic studies of the arts 
until the second half of the 20th century, after South Yemen 
gained independence from British rule in 1967.  The 
establishment of the Jameel Ghanem Institute dates back to 
the 1970s. It was the first of its kind in the whole of Yemen 
and played a prominent role in the emergence and flourishing 
of art in the country. An art movement had begun in South 
Yemen in the 1930s during the period of British colonialism 
and focused on painting, which remains the most visible and 
recognized of all disciplines.

Free workshops (al marsam al hurr) began in Aden in 
1976 as an initiative of the Ministry of Culture and Education. 
They were the first space that provided a diploma after three 
years of study. The workshops started with a group of 30 to 40 

“Before unification there was a big 
art movement, especially in the 
South,” recalls Saber Bamatraf, a 
musician. “We had theatres and a 
strong music scene, which 
influenced other parts of the Arabian 
Peninsula. It was very progressive. 
But after unification the theatres 
closed and art classes were 
suspended.”

Unity was a disaster for the 
thriving arts scene in South Yemen. 
Speaking at an online conference on 
“The Case for Southern Statehood” 
organized last year by FOSY, lawyer 
Linda Mohamed Ali Hussein 
described the repressive measure of 
the Northern regime including obliterating cultural 
monuments, closing theatres, cinemas, public libraries, 
museums, musical bands, theatre groups and all forms of art, 
literature and other creative endeavours. 

But today, even in the conflictdominated environment, a 
revival of the arts may be possible in the South. In a paper  
Voicing Grievances and Hope through Art: Yemen’s Youth 
Empower Themselves, Larissa Alles pointed out that the 
uprising in 2011 opened up new spaces for various forms of 
civil society activism and provided a vital ground for artists.

The demands of the protesters have been largely sidelined 
by the war and the humanitarian crisis from which no Yemeni 
can escape. Yet, as Alles says, youth activists do not accept 
that what had been “their popular revolution” has been simply 
taken over by the old guard. Instead, they claim back public 
spaces through forms of art. “In doing so, they keep the 
discourses about political and social change that started in 
2011 alive. They refuse to be silenced by those in power. In 
selffunded, zerobudget campaigns, the artiststurned 
activists strive to show a more diverse picture of Yemen, 
emphasising the perspectives, aims, hopes and actions of the 
Yemeni population. The strength of their activities is that they 
reach out to address both local and international audiences 
and create pieces of work that can be largely consumed and 
understood by people regardless their educational 
background.”

In January 2021, the ‘Usaylan Cultural Festival in Shabwa 
organized by ‘Usaylan Association for Heritage and Culture 
used arts and culture to bring together people from all the 
districts of Shabwa with the aim not only of maintaining local 
cultural heritage but also enhancing relationships and peace 
among the Shabwani tribes.

Meemz, founded in 2017 in Hadhramaut by six young 
people active in the cultural sector, organized a dance 
performance in Mukalla and showed how sectarian 
differences can be resolved through dance. One of Meemz’s 
founding members, Shaima bin Othman, said the group felt 
driven to do something about the lack of arts and cultural 
activities in their governorate, especially following the impact 
of the AQAP takeover of Mukalla. “Our main objective is to 
harness the arts to bring about positive change, and to create a 
safe space for young artists to express their thoughts, concerns 
and ideas through arts of all kinds and make their voices 
heard in the world,” Meemz Othman explained. “In 
Hadhramawt we don’t have any artistic institutions or places 
where artists can go and get training. We don’t have theatre 
we don’t have a cinema, so basically we don’t have any form of 
art here.”

Adult education and workforce by Abbās al Junaydī

A student plays the guitar at the Jameel Ghanem Institute
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Yemeni students taught by the Egyptian artist Abdul Aziz 
Darwish, who like many other foreigners was employed by the 
state as part of an effort to expand education. Organized as an 
evening workshop, these classes continued until 1978, when 
art classes were also being taught at the staterun Jamil 
Ghanem Institute of Fine Arts by Egyptian, Palestinian, Iraqi 
and Russian teachers and artists.

During the 1980s the artistic movement located in Aden 
grew and expanded, in part through the establishment of 
professional associations for artists. For instance, the 
Association of Young Plastic Artists (jama'ia al tashkilin al 
shabab) included 80 members whose works were exhibited in 
Yemen and outside the country. Commercial galleries, set up 
by painters, also started opening during this decade.

It was also during these years that the largest group of 
Yemeni students to have studied abroad left the country to 
pursue Fine Artsrelated degrees in the former Soviet 
Union. Between the 1970s and the 1990s, state scholarships 
were provided to pursue arts studies, and students returned to 
South Yemen after having earned qualifications ranging from 
Bachelor's to Doctor of Philosophy degrees. Trained artists 
also worked in the art department of the military and national 
museums established during the 1960s in Aden and which 
before and after unification made use of painting for political 
purposes.

Anahi AlvisoMarino, author of Impact of Transnational 
Experiences: The Case of Yemeni Artists in the Soviet Union, 
interviewed artist Abbās alJunaydī, who told her: “In Aden 
we all left together, painters, dancers, musicians, through the 
cultural cooperation mechanism, which was a cultural 
agreement with the Yemeni Republic in the south. This was in 
1978 but before that, we had studied in the Free Workshop 
(almarsam al hurr) with Dr. ‘Abd alAzīz Darwīsh, an 
Egyptian professor who came to Yemen to help with the 
renaissance of a Yemeni artistic movement. The first step was 
when the Ministry of Culture opened this Workshop and 
studies began in 1976. We studied there in the evenings, from 
1976 until 1978 and when we were in the third year at the 
Workshop, we obtained the scholarships to study in the USSR. 
We began to travel there in 1978. In this period what is now 
called the Jamīl Ghānim Institute for Fine Arts (ma‛had Jamīl 
Ghānim lilfunūn aljamīla) opened in Aden with the help of 
teachers and cadres who came from Egypt and Palestine. By 
the mid1980s as Yemenis who had studied abroad started to 
return to Yemen, we started to replace these foreign teachers.”

Throughout Yemen’s modern history, there has always 
been a strong bond between Aden and music. The strength of 
this bond was first manifested in the 1940s and 1950s, when 
Aden offered the platform needed to host the creativity of  
many of North Yemen’s most prominent singers and 
musicians as well as those coming from Hadhramaut and 
Lahij. The city has been described as “the oasis of arts” as 

singers from North Yemen sought a peaceful haven there to 
live their passion after singing was prohibited by the imams in 
the North. Notable singers and musicians of southern regions, 
like Abu Bakr Salim, found Aden the epicentre of music and 
arts, with ample opportunities for promising careers.

The period after the unification of North and South Yemen 
in 1994, until the Houthi coup of 2014, was a bleak time for 
the arts, which the Northern regime squashed, suppressing 
the vibrant arts scene in south Yemen. But even during this 
time a women’s only art group was established in Aden.

After the coup the Bander Cultural and Arts Forum was 
established in Aden to promote art, literature and culture by 
respected literary and artistic individuals including Professor 
Salem AlAwsagi and Dr Hadi AlAwlaki. The forum seeks to 
reject the culture of violence, extremism and terrorism and to 
spread the culture of love, cooperation and peace, which 
allows creative people to flourish and serve South Yemen. “We 
hope to revive the culture of openness that was lost in the 
South,” the founders said in a statement.

In 2020 the Assembly of Single Young Men (AOSYM) 
organized a camping trip to the island of Dunafa. “It was the 
trip of all trips,” one of AOSYM’s founders, Muhammad Ihab, 
told the authors of a report Broken People Can’t Heal a 
Nation – the Role of Arts in Peacebuilding in Yemen. “We had 
more than 1,600 young men from Aden and from other 

different governorates. Some were also from northern cities 
like Taiz, Sanaa and Ibb. Many of these young people have 
political affiliations or may support different political sides, 
they come from different places, but it was music that united 
them all. There was no discussion of politics, or the hardships 
of life; rather, all wanted to listen to music, to sing, and to 
dance. It was a clear expression of how young men and how 
people in Aden promote coexistence, believe in peace, and 
want to have lives free of violent conflicts.”

Khalid Waleed, a guitarist, said: “Look at how people get 
excited when they learn there will be a musical event at 
Crown’s resort or at any other place; families go there in large 
numbers. If you want to see youth energy at first hand, if you 
want to see hope, peace, and understanding, attending one 
musical event in Aden will suffice.”

The constraints and horror of the current war have 
resulted in a fresh wave of Yemeni artists who tend to be 
young – typically under 35 – and who are wary of being 
framed only within the context of the conflict. They do not 
work in calligraphy or anything that could conventionally be 
called Islamic, or Middle Eastern art: instead, they often 
choose photography, film or new media. Many joined the 2011 
protests in Sanaa’s Change Square, but do not want to be only 
defined as the product of just another wartorn country.

Yemeni artist Abd Allah Ubayd in Kiev in 1988 as part of a 
cultural exchange with the USSR

Asrar Abdo teaches painting and drawing at the Jameel Ghanem 
Institute of Fine Arts in Aden 

(Photos courtesy of the Jameel Ghanem Institute)
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CHRONOLOGY

Oct 16: The Houthis seize new territory 
in the energyrich provinces of Shabwa 
and Marib, gains confirmed by sources, 
as they press an offensive likely to 
further complicate international peace 
efforts.
The Houthis “are committing 
genocide” in Abdiya, preventing food, 
medicine, and other basic needs from 
reaching the district according to 
Marib’s provincial governor Sheikh 
Sultan alAradah.
Oct 17: The United States warns the 
Houthis against undermining the safety 
of civilians in the wartorn country 
through their impeding of the delivery 
of humanitarian relief.
 King Salman Humanitarian Aid and 
Relief Center distributes 2,500 pieces of 
clothing to 1,250 displaced persons in 
Marib.
Oct 18: The UN Office for 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) confirms that 44,000 people 
were displaced this year alone by the 
military escalation by the Iranbacked 
Houthi militias in Yemen. The 
uprooting continues as the government 
warns against the deteriorating 
situation in the Marib governorate’s 
west and south.
The U.N. children’s fund reports 
10,000 children in Yemen have been 
killed or maimed since conflict erupted 
in March 2015.
Oct 19: Human rights lawyers in the 
UK submit a complaint to British 
police, which accuses senior officials in 
the governments of Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates of complicity 
in war crimes in Yemen. 
 The UN Security Council calls for "de
escalation" in Yemen in a unanimously 
adopted statement to counter "the 
growing risk of largescale famine" in 
the country.
Oct 20: The Arab Coalition says 
launched a military operation in Sanaa 
in response to threats by the Houthis, 
adding that it is deterring the targeting 
of civilians and civilian objects.
US mine countermeasures (MCM) 
ships transit the Red Sea's strategic Bab 
elMandeb strait for the first time in 
seven years to enhance efforts to secure 
international shipping lines and global 
trade routes amid heightened 
aggression by the Houthis.
Oct 21: The United Nations says some 
10,000 people were displaced last 
month alone by the fighting in Marib 
governorate, the internationally 
recognised government’s last northern 
stronghold. It is calling for a 
humanitarian corridor for aid.
 King Salman Humanitarian Aid and 
Relief Center (KSrelief) in Aden holds a 
course for  workers at entry points on 
preventive measures to avoid 
contracting coronavirus infection from 
passengers arriving in Yemen.
Oct 22: The leader of AlIslah, Yemen’s 
largest Islamic party Dhia alHaq al
Ahdalis shot dead in Taiz.
 Yemen’s humanitarian crisis is 
worsening and several parts of the 

Pain & Hope by Nada Jalal AlSaqaf highlights the plight of women

The output of this small but determined group, several of whom live and work 
overseas, has been celebrated across Europe, including exhibitions in Berlin, Beirut and 
London. The British Museum organised a symposium as part of the Shubbak Festival of 
Contemporary Arab Culture, highlighting the art of four artists of Yemeni origin – Selwa 
Aleryani, Rahman Taha, Ibi Ibrahim and Murad Subay.

To illustrate the very human impact of the war Oxfam invited Yemeni artists from all 
over the country to submit pieces demonstrating how the war has affected women and 
girls. The artwork produced demonstrated that in times of war, despite a lack of stability 
and materials, the creative spirit continues to flourish. And overwhelmingly, the 
submissions Oxfam received not only portray why peace is necessary now, but point to 
women as harbingers of the way forward.

The report Broken People Can’t Heal a Nation concludes that there are a number of 
different ways in which the arts can make a direct and indirect contribution to 
peacebuilding in Yemen, and that creative arts can also help broaden out peacebuilding 
efforts, away from the more traditional focus on institution building, military and 
political arrangements and topdown negotiation frameworks. Dealing with violent 
conflict is essentially dealing with brokenness – brokenness of society, community and 
individuals – and art and cultural activities provide an essential space for society to 
begin to mend itself.

Melancholy & Homeland 
by Eyman Mohamed Ramadhan

Street art by Murad Subay

A portrait from The Walls Remember Their 
Faces by Murad Subay drawing attention to 

Yemen’s disappeared

A work from Rahman Taha's series From 
Mountains To The Sea, which explores 

Yemenis' relationship with the landscape

Page 4 South Yemen Update Issue 18  —  16th October  15th November 2021



Page 5South Yemen Update Issue 18  —  16th October  15th November 2021

country are “collapsing” following a 
shortfall in international funding for aid 
agencies, Sweden's Minister for 
International Development and Co
operation says. This year's $3.85 billion 
aid response plan to what the UN has 
described as the world's largest 
humanitarian crisis fell short by more 
than $2bn.
Oct 23: The Arab coalition says its air 
strikes killed more than 260 Houthis in 
the past three days.
 The Saudiled coalition says it  
destroyed four boobytrapped boats  in 
an attack on a rebel site used for 
manufacturing explosiveladen boats in 
alJabana base in Hodeidah. 
Oct 24: Mahdi alMashat  a Houthi 
leader accuses the United Nations of a 
political coverup of “heinous crimes” 
committed by Saudi Arabia and its 
allies in Yemen in breach of its own 
charter.
Funds needed to feed millions of 
people in Yemen could run out in a 
matter of weeks, a senior United 
Nations official warns calling on donors 
to inject more cash to avert a largescale 
famine.
Oct 25: Saudi Arabia seeks 
Washington's help in bolstering its 
defences as it comes under intense U.S. 
pressure to end a blockade of Yemeni 
ports that its Houthi enemies say is an 
obstacle to ceasefire talks.
Saudi Arabia and the UAE summon 
Lebanon’s ambassadors to protest 
against Information Minister George 
Kordahi’s criticism of the Riyadhled 
military coalition fighting the Houthis  
in Yemen. Kordahi said during an 
interview that the Houthis are 
“defending themselves … against an 
external aggression”, adding that 
“homes, villages, funerals and weddings 
were being bombed” by the coalition.
Oct 26: Dr. Anwar Gargash, 
Diplomatic Adviser to the UAE 
President, discusses with Hans 
Grundberg, Special Envoy of the United 
Nations (UN) SecretaryGeneral for 
Yemen, the UN efforts to reach a 
political solution to end the Yemeni 
crisis.
 The Executive Board of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) is 
briefed by staff on economic 
developments in Yemen.
Oct 27: A highlevel EU delegation 
holds talks with Yemen’s prime minister 
and the Southern Transitional Council 
(STC) during an official visit to Aden.
The Southern Transitional Council 
demands government forces withdraw 
from the southern and eastern parts of 
the country as a precondition to restart 
the Riyadh Agreement.
Oct 28: Emirati forces withdraw from 
the key AlAlam base in southeast 
Yemen  after locals call for them to 
leave.
Official Yemeni sources report the 
Houthis have killed and wounded 300 
civilians in southern Marib.
Oct 29: Saudi Arabia bans all imports 
from Lebanon and gives the Lebanese 
ambassador 48 hours to leave the 
kingdom after footage emerged earlier 

A paper produced by the 
Arab Gulf States Institute in 
Washington argues that 
Yemen has fractured and the 
reality on the ground is what 
author Gregory D. Johnsen 
describes as seven Yemens.

Johnson introduces his 
paper by pointing out that 
after seven years of war, a 
unified Yemeni state no 
longer exists. The Yemeni 
President Abdroba Mansour 
Hadi is in exile. His capital of 
Sanaa is held by the Houthis, 
and his temporary capital of 
Aden is under the control of 
the secessionistminded 
Southern Transitional 
Council. Yemen’s economy is 
broken and in the midst of a 
devastating currency crisis, 
which has left much of the country dependent on outside aid to survive. Duelling 
central banks in Sanaa and Aden have led to divergent exchange rates with the Yemeni 
rial trading, most recently, at 600 rials to $1 in Sanaa and 1,100 rials to $1 in Aden. 
Prior to the fighting the exchange rate across the country was 250 rials to $1.

What is often described as the war in Yemen is actually three separate but 
overlapping wars: a USled war against terrorism, a regional war pitting Saudi Arabia 
against what it sees as an Iranian proxy, and a local civil war. These three wars have 
fragmented Yemen into seven pieces, which are held by different armed groups. None 
of these armed groups is strong enough to force all the other actors in the country to 
submit to its will, but nearly all of them have enough military strength to act as a spoiler 
to any deal they believe does not adequately address their goals. And the longer the 
fighting lasts, the more armed groups emerge, even as Yemen’s economic resources 
continue to shrink. More armed groups competing over a smaller economic pie is not a 
recipe for a lasting or durable peace.

Johnson states that there are now, broadly speaking, seven different Yemens: the 
Houthicontrolled northern highlands, Hodeidah and the Red Sea coast, Taiz, Marib 
and alJawf, Aden and the South, Hadhramaut, and Mahra and Socotra. These 
geographical blocs have distinct histories, different political and sectarian inclinations, 
and, in some cases, different languages. As the war has fractured the country, what was 
once a single state is now in seven pieces. Yemen’s fragmentation will have severe 
repercussions for US foreign policy, regional stability, and, ultimately, international 
security.

He concludes that Yemen will not be reconstituted as a single state, nor is it likely to 
revert to the pre1990 NorthSouth division. Instead, the reality is likely to be much 
messier with various warlords and armed groups holding sway in different parts of the 
country. The United States and other international actors will have to navigate a broken 
Yemen to deal with issues such as counterterrorism, freedom of navigation through the 
Red Sea corridor, and a growing humanitarian crisis that is unlikely to remain 
contained within Yemen.

Gregory D. Johnsen has been a Peace Corps volunteer in Jordan, a Fulbright Fellow 
in Yemen, and a FulbrightHays Fellow in Egypt. In 201314 he was selected as 
BuzzFeed’s inaugural Michael Hastings National Security Reporting Fellow. Johnsen is 
the author of The Last Refuge: Yemen, AlQaeda, and America’s War in Arabia (W.W. 
Norton), which has been translated into multiple languages. From 2016 to 2018 he 
served on the Yemen Panel of Experts for the United Nations Security Council. In 2019, 
he served as the lead writer for the United States Institute of Peace’s Syria Study Group. 
His writing on Yemen and terrorism has appeared in, among others, The New York 
Times, The Atlantic, and Foreign Policy. Currently he is a nonresident fellow at the 
Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution. 
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FOSY condemns terrorist attack in Aden

Friends of South Yemen (FOSY) condemns in the strongest possible terms an attack at  
the entrance to the international airport in Aden  which  killed at least 12 people.

An airport official told al Jazeera a small truck blew up at an outer gate to the 
airport on October 30th while security sources said the vehicle was carrying petroleum 
products. The blast was strong and was heard across the city. Nearby residents’ 
windows were smashed.

Earlier this month a car bomb in Aden targeting a convoy carrying the city’s 
governor – an STC member – killed at least six people and wounded others. The 
governor survived.

FOSY’s Chairman Dr Abdul Galil Shaif said: “Scores of Innocent Adeni citizens were 
killed and injured as a result of this inhuman act. It seems these terrorists aim to 
destroy the security of Aden and weaken the resolve of it’s people.  Aden will remain 
resolute as the capital of a southern state.”

The Consultative Center for Rights and Freedoms in Geneva also condemned the 
attack which it believes is one of a series of systematic attacks by the forces of terrorism 
against civilians in the city of Aden and other southern regions. By targeting civilians 
the forces behind the attack showed they have no human, moral or religious values as 
they targeted innocent people, the centre said in a statement.

Yemeni NGO wins prestigious
UN refugee award

The UN has given its prestigious 
Nansen Refugee Award this year 
to the Jeel Albena Association 
for Humanitarian Development, 
which provides jobs, shelter, and 
education to thousands of 
Yemenis.

Praising the "extraordinary 
work" carried out by the Jeel 
Albena (Generation of Our 
Hearts) Association for 
Humanitarian Development, the 
UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees Filippo Grandi said the 
NGO was "an example of 
humanity, compassion and dedication."

The group, founded by Ameen Jubran in 2017, won the prestigious award "for its 
unwavering support for displaced Yemenis, even as shifting frontlines brought gun 
battles and explosions to its doorstep," the UNCHR said.

The award "draws attention to people displaced by conflict in Yemen, a country 
facing one of the world's worst humanitarian crises," Grandi said. Jubran, 37, had 
himself been displaced by fighting and nearly killed, the UN body said.

"The areas where we work are considered to be among the most impoverished, and 
also the most dangerous," the statement quoted Jubran as saying. "We felt the danger 
every day but, despite that, we had displaced people and others who needed our help. 
We couldn't just leave them behind without providing them with assistance."

The conflict erupted when proIran Houthi rebels from northern Yemen entered the 
North Yemen capital Sanaa in September 2014, seizing the government headquarters. 
It has continued for seven years as Saudi Arabia and the UAE intervened in support of 
the Internationally Recognized Government, leaving tens of thousands dead and, 
according to the UN, causing the world's worst humanitarian crisis. Four million people 
have fled their homes and are in dire need of protection and assistance, but the conflict 
and its human suffering were often ignored, the UNHCR said.

Jeel Albena employs more than 160 people and is supported by an additional 230 
volunteers, many of whom are displaced themselves. The organization also supports 
displaced women to become selfsufficient and renovates schools, benefiting both the 
local community and displaced populations.

The New Arab 
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this week of Lebanese Information 
Minister George Kordahi criticising the 
Saudi Arabialed military intervention 
in Yemen, saying the Houthis are 
“defending themselves against an 
external aggression”.
Kuwait and the UAE expel Lebanese 
ambassadors.
Oct 30: A suspected terror attack near 
Aden airport kills 12 civilians.
The Houthis put up posters in support 
George Kordahi whose criticism of the 
Saudiled war in Yemen sparked a 
diplomatic row between Lebanon and 
Gulf states.
Oct 31: The Arab coalition says that 
more than 218 Houthis were killed in 
air strikes around the strategic city of 
Marib.
A Houthi military spokesman 
Brigadier General Yahya Sarie confirms 
that their forces took over both AlJuba 
and Jabal Murad districts, adding that 
the Murad tribe, one of the most 
powerful tribes in Yemen, had played a 
major role in their latest advances.
Nov 1: The United States removes its 
most advanced missile defence systems 
from Saudi Arabia in recent weeks 
amid ongoing crossborder 
attacks levied by the Houthis.
Houthi missiles destroy warehouses 
containing food stockpiles that belong 
to traders and humanitarian agencies 
that work on Yemen’s western coast.
Nov 2: Expecting a possible siege, pro
government forces in central Yemen are 
preparing to defend Marib city, their 
last northern stronghold, against 
advancing Houthi fighters bent on 
taking full control of one of Yemen's key 
energyproducing regions.
 Lebanon invites Saudi Arabia for talks 
to mitigate the growing diplomatic 
scandal caused by the comments of 
George Kordahi.
Nov 3: The UN Special Envoy for 
Yemen, Hans Grundberg, concludes a 
visit to Iran where he met with senior 
Iranian officials and representatives of 
the international community.
At least 200 fighters were killed in 
clashes between Yemen’s government 
forces and Houthi rebels in and around 
the strategic central province of Marib 
over the last two days, security officials 
from both sides report.
Nov 4: The Saudi coalition says its air 
defense forces shot down an explosives
laden drone flown by the Houthis from 
Yemen towards Khamis Mushait city, in 
the southern region of Saudi Arabia.
 Coronavirus vaccine doses received by 
Yemen are enough for  only 1.5% of the 
country’s population, according to the 
UN.
Nov 5: Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
calls on the United Nations to establish 
a new mechanism to investigate war 
crimes in Yemen, noting that Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE are trying hard to 
get impunity for crimes.
 Yemeni President Abdrabbuh Mansur 
Hadi calls for international pressure to 
force the  Houthis to agree to a cease
fire.
Nov 6: King Salman Humanitarian Aid 
and Relief Center's (KSrelief) project for 

Refugees in Marib (Pic: Pablo Tosco/Oxfam)
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Yemen’s Well of Barhout, also known as the Well of Hell, is rumoured by locals to 
contain genies and evil spirits, but a group of cave explorers got to the bottom of it, 
literally, to prove otherwise. This 100foot wide hole in the desert floor of Yemen’s 
eastern province of AlMahra plunges 367 feet beneath the surface, and the Oman Cave 
Exploration Team (OCET) discovered snakes and dead animals as well as cave pearls.

The team may have not found anything supernatural, but they did collect samples of 
water, rocks, soil and some dead animals. Cave pearls are only exotic sounding, as they 
are actually small, almost spherical concretions of calcite that is formed in a pool of 
water in a cave that is not attached to the surface on which it forms.

“There were snakes, but they won’t bother you unless you bother them. Passion 
drove us to do this, and we felt that this is something that will reveal a new wonder and 
part of Yemeni history,” said Mohammed alKindi, a geology professor at the German 
University of Technology in Oman.

Many local myths have sprung up to explain the sinkhole, most of which describe it 
as a prison for jinn, or genies, which causes bad luck as a result Some people also 
believe that if they get too close, the sinkhole can pull people inside; others claim that 
the gaping hole is a supervolcano capable of destroying the Earth, according to AFP, 
although there is no scientific evidence to back this up.

From inside the sinkhole, the team also discovered that water emerges from several 
holes in the cave walls at around 213 feet (65 m) below the surface, creating small 
waterfalls. This provides the dripping water needed for the speleothems, stalagmites 
and cave pearls to form.

The team took samples that may also reveal further information on the sinkhole and 
how it formed. "We collected samples of water, rocks, soil and some dead animals but 
have yet to have them analyzed," alKindi said.

In the past, people have also reported a foul smell rising from the large hole, 
something that spurred stories about it being a gateway to hell, leading to its nickname. 
However, in reality, the Well of Barhout is a fairly typical sinkhole.

Cave Explorers Reach the Bottom of 
Yemen’s “Well of Hell”

Well of Hell (Pic:Techeblog)
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clearing mines in Yemen (Masam) 
demines  1,443 mines during the first 
week of November.
Nov 7: U.S. Special Envoy for Yemen 
Tim Lenderking and Chargé d’Affaires 
of the U.S. Embassy to Yemen Cathy 
Westley visit Aden and meet  with 
Prime Minister Maeen Abdulmalek 
Saeed, Foreign Minister Ahmed Bin 
Mubarak, Aden Governor Lamlas, other 
senior government officials, 
and representatives of Yemeni civil 
society.
Nov 8: The coalition destroys an 
explosiveladen boat prepared by the 
Houthis to be used in an imminent 
attack off the coast of the Hodeidah.
At least 7.3 million people in Yemen 
need shelter and nonfood assistance, 
the UN refugee agency says.
Nov 9: The United Nations Security 
Council imposes sanctions on three 
Houthi leaders: Muhammad Abd Al
Karim AlGhamari, Yusuf AlMadani, 
and Saleh Mesfer Saleh.
Nov 10: The Houthis storm the 
American embassy in Sanaa and take 
hostages.
The coalition announces a new death 
toll of 125 Houthis in its latest strikes 
around Marib.
The UN calls for an end to the Houthi’s 
intensifying offensive on Marib and 
warns that its eventual fall could lead to 
the displacement of 450,000 people.
Hezbollah has accuses Saudi Arabia of 
having an 'exaggerated and 
incomprehensible' reaction to 
comments made by Lebanese 
Information Minister George Kordahi 
over the Saudi intervention in Yemen.
Nov 11: Turkey will no longer allow 
citizens from Syria, Yemen and Iraq to 
buy flight tickets from the country to 
Minsk amid a migrant standoff between 
Belarus and the European Union, 
Turkey's Civil Aviation General 
Directorate (SHGM) said.
 George Kordahi says he will consider 
resigning if diplomatic measures 
against Lebanon are dropped. 
 The Qatar Fund for Development 
(QFFD) signs an agreement with the 
World Food Programme for a generous 
contribution of US$90 million 
supporting humanitarian operations to 
address critical food security needs in 
Yemen, where conflict, economic 
decline and the impact of the COVID19 
pandemic are putting millions in danger 
of slipping into famine.
Nov 12: Forces loyal to Yemen’s 
internationally recognized government 
withdraw from the strategic port city of 
Hodeida, allowing the Houthis to retake 
key positions there, Yemeni officials 
and the United Nations said.
The UN Special Envoy to Yemen, Hans 
Grundberg, has stressed the need for 
constructive discussions on political, 
military, and economic issues that 
concern all Yemenis.
Nov 14: The local authorities in Marib 
open 16 new camps in Medina and al
Wadi to accommodate the large 
numbers of displaced people who fled 
their regions escaping Houthi militias' 
attacks.
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