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FOSY REQUESTS IMMEDIATE INTERNATIONAL DONOR 
CONFERENCE

Urgent appeal to the United Nations and United States 
special envoys to Yemen,

Regarding; International Donor conference for Yemen I am 
sure that you are well aware of the mounting economic 
difficulties that could destabilise Yemen’s delicate political 
transition brokered recently in Riyadh in the formation of a 
presidential council. Our Citizens in the liberated areas, 
particularly in the South of Yemen are yearning for an

improvement in living conditions as a result of the formation 
of the new council. Yemenis are facing the worst 
humanitarian disaster in the world, including unpaid 
salaries and electricity power cuts, currency instability as 
well as astronomical high levels of inflation. We believe that 
unless there is an economic rescue package their frustrations 
could reignite popular opposition to the current transitional 
deal which could mean a return to further political 
instability.  The installation of a civilianmilitary power
sharing transitional Presidential council raised small hopes 
of a dividend, but today’s new leadership is struggling with a 
near bankrupt central bank with public anger and an 
inability to deal with a dire economic situation. Public 
Frustrations are running high and we could see further 
resumption of destabilising protests if a rescue package is 
not provided.

We are therefore appealing to yourselves to use your energy 
and your valued good international positions to initiate with 
immediate effect an international donor conference as an 
opportunity to mobilise regional and international financial 
support for Yemen, allowing the new presidential council to 
ease hardships facing Yemen’s most vulnerable people and 
preserve the peaceful transition surrounding the cohabitation 
between the different groups that form the new Presidential 
council. Yemen’s so called friends should now open their 
purses to keep the political transition on track as the country 
heads toward an end to the war and move towards an 
international peace settlement.

The presidential council now in Aden and recent regional 
visits to Kuwait, Bahrain, Egypt is meant to establish the 
council as a credible alternative to the Houthi regime in the 
North of Yemen and unify the antiHouthi camp. There are of 
course some challenges faced by the council in the sense that 
that its members have competing visions for Yemen that 
could make it difficult for them to demonstrate their 
credibility as a unified leadership. There is an opportunity for 
the Council to move away from the failed politics of the 
previous leadership and adopt a new vision that can bring the 
different factions that forms the council much closer together.
“Because these factions also have diverging interests, the 
council may not be enough glue to keep them together,” 
explained Alexandra Stark, a senior researcher at the New 
America thinktank.
Given that the STC is committed to southern independence, 
experts have questioned how much blood and sacrifice they 
are willing to devote to “liberating” northern land from the 
Houthis or whether it is in their interest to do so. The STC 
leader Aidrous Alzubaidi has indicated his willingness to 
engage with the international community to bring about some 
positive change despite the pressure and challenges he 
confronts from some of his supporters. The STC have 
committed themselves t6o an independent Southern state but 
also understand that this is more of a longterm process that 
requires the institutions of the state to function more 
effectively with an economic rescue package to be 
implemented by the regional partners and the international 
community in the short term.
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The Presidential Council needs a new 
vision



Page 2  Issue 26  —  16 July  15 August 2022

Additionally, given the STC’s accusations that Islah was a “terrorist” organisation that sought to subjugate the south, 
problems between the groups represented by the various members of the council might not be easy to move past, raising 
doubts about the prospects for the body to successfully form an effective antiHouthi front.
Teething problems have emerged between STC and the presidential council in terms of military and civil service 
appointments. There is regional and international pressure on all sides to focus on the priority of dealing with the 
Houthis both on the military front and through negotiations to end the crisis. There is also the popular demand on the council 
to resolve outstanding issues that include payment of salaries and dealing with the power shortages. Regardless of these open 

questions, observers many political activists agree that ending 
the presidency of Hadi and Ali Mohsin was necessary for moving 
Yemen forward in a positive direction, and that the previous 
leadership was a barrier to any possible progress.
“The new presidential council presents a longoverdue opportunity 
to reorganise the antiHouthi camp, given the fact that all 
members of the council wield strong influence on the ground in 
contrast with the fragile authority of former President Hadi,” 
Abobakr Alfaqeeh, a freelance Yemeni journalist, told Al Jazeera.

“If the new council succeeds in uniting the antiHouthi camp, it 
may succeed in achieving new gains on the ground, or at least 
this may help convince the Houthis that they cannot control all 
the country or northern Yemen. 

This might force the group to accept the realities and negotiate over the future of Yemen,” added Alfaqeeh. Friend of South 
Yemen believe that the success of the new presidential council will largely depend on their ability to find common ground and 
build trust within the leadership. It is also vital that the economic support package promised by the Arab Coalition and the 
speed in which this package will be implemented will determine the Councils ability to9 deal with pressing economic 
problems. Any further delays in implementing the rescue package could in our view undermine the strategic interest of the 
new leadership and the Arab coalition. The chair of FOSY has written a letter to the UN and US special envoy requesting the 
initiation of an international donor conference.

The STC chairman and deputy president of Yemen Aidarous Qassem 
AlZubaidi, met at his office, in the STC’s headquarters, in the capital 
Aden, two delegations from the world Bank and the European 
Institute of Peace to discuss the economic situation in Yemen and in 
Aden in particular. Aden has a number of widely recognized unique 
assets, which are critical inputs to its emerging strategic positioning 
within Yemen and the region. Most notable is its natural deepwater 
harbour on the Red Sea, striking landscapes and distinctive 
topography, abundance of raw materials, and rich urban heritage.   
In addition, the residents of Aden are known for their hospitable 
nature and openness to diversity. Today, leadership in Aden, both 
public and private, are motivated to create prosperity. Despite a 
broad portfolio of assets and existence of key infrastructure, the city 
must address constraints that are holding back economic growth. 
Aden has much of the basic infrastructure required for businesses to 
compete, with a few areas requiring major investment. 
These meetings were productive according to the spokesman of the 
world Bank organisation.

Note
FOSY has made an official request to the Arab coalition and the UN to host a 2023 Yemen recovery conference to help Yemen 
rebuild from the damage caused by the war. The Yemen Recovery Conference should be to discuss how to rebuild Yemen’s 
infrastructure, bringing together a Yemeni government delegation with representatives of other countries, international 
financial organisations and civil society.
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